


Assuming the persona of an Irish barman, Frank Wasser’s durational performance ‘A Swift Half’ unfolds 

behind a wooden bar erected within the space at MIART, Milan, accompanied by a display of related 
found objects, archival artefacts and ephemera central to Wasser’s research.

The title ‘A Swift Half’—is a play on words that evokes both a quick drink and a reference to the 

metafictional writer Jonathan Swift, who lived close to where Wasser grew up in the working-class Dublin 
neighbourhood known as The Liberties (also home to the Guinness factory). In this role, Wasser delivers 

fragmented narratives that move fluidly between fiction and lived experience. This new performance draws 
from an evolving script, a hybrid digital and analogue text incorporating multiple registers of storytelling, 

archival material, and theoretical reflection while engaging with literary figures such as Flann O’Brien, 
Samuel Beckett, John B. Keane—himself a barman—and Jonathan Swift. Through this layered 

dramaturgy, Wasser evokes interwoven narratives of identity, institutional authority, cultural memory, and 
resistance.

Frank Wasser (b.1988, Dublin, Ireland) is an artist and writer whose interdisciplinary practice 

encompasses performance, installation, text, and critical theory. Engaging deeply with issues of 
institutional power, infrastructures, authorship, and the politics of art production, Wasser interrogates the 

structures that shape contemporary art discourse, with a particular focus on the mechanisms of value, 
knowledge, and identity within cultural institutions. His work unfolds through a wide array of materials and 

forms—performative lectures, sculptural interventions, publications, images, installations, and gestures 
that range from the discreet to the overt. Central to his practice is an investigative preoccupation with 

class, colonialism, and the bureaucratic and pedagogical structures embedded within the art world and 
academia. Often evading conventional forms of exhibition making, documentation and mediation, his 

works demand active engagement and reflection.

Wasser has exhibited, collaborated with, and worked within numerous major institutions across Europe, 
including Tate Modern, the Royal College of Art, Goldsmiths, University of the Arts London, South London 

Gallery, Salzburger Kunstverein, Jerwood Arts, Villa Empain, and The Irish Museum of Modern Art. These 
institutions often serve not only as venues but as subjects of his ongoing critique, as he explores the 

complexities of institutional frameworks and the politics of display.

In 2024, Wasser completed a practice-based doctorate in Fine Art at Oxford University (Ruskin School of 
Art), supervised by the artist Katrina Palmer and Lee Triming. He is a lecturer in Fine Art and Critical 

Studies at Goldsmiths.





FRANK WASSER
Untitled (Keg), 2026

Aluminium, a pint of Guinness from 

a Dublin pub (evaporated), 
JBL Bluetooth Speaker

61 x 40 cm



FRANK WASSER
Untitled (Guinness Sign), 2026

Mixed Media, LED Light

41 x 47 x 10 cm



FRANK WASSER
Untitled (Powers Mirror), 2026

Vinyl, acrylic and oil on mirror

54 x 128 cm





FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-1, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-2, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-3, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-4, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)





FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-5, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-6, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-7, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)



FRANK WASSER
Research Script V1-8, 2026

Mixed media, photograph, collage, 

ink pen and aluminium frame
30.5 x 24.5 (framed)
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